THE HISTORY OF HENRY FIELDING

when he picked up the apple from the stage. Fitzpatrick
declared that the actor then and there challenged him to a
duel, thereby affronting him, for no gentleman could fight
a low fellow like a player. To set himself right with the
public, Woodward appeared before Justice Fielding and
swore to an affidavit denying that he ever intended a chal-
lenge.* A day or two afterwards Fitzpatrick gave Wood-
ward the lie in a sworn statement before Justice Lediard,
another Westminster magistrate.f The case of Woodward
vs. Fitzpatrick therewith went to the gentlemen of the
press for interminable argument without hope or desire of
a decision.

Since we last took a survey of these men three new
periodicals had sprung up. First, there was Arthur
Murphy with "The Gray's-Inn Journal/7 of which the
initial number appeared on October 21. This literary
periodical, besides having a Court of Censorial Inquiry in
which Dr. Hill received sentence to be transported for a
libel on Mr. Christopher Smart of Cambridge, was in gen-
eral so closely modelled on "The Covent-Garden Journal"
as to make it appear that Fielding was conducting two
newspapers at one and the same time. In commending
Murphy for his imitation, Smart wrote "that 'tis a certain
test of true humour to be delighted with the writings of Mr.
Fielding."| Next came, on November 7, "The Adven-
turer," with which rumour also connected Fielding as well
as his sister Sarah, perhaps because A was used as an
initial to, some of the articles, and "Benevolus" and "His-
argyrus" were signed to a few contributions. Fielding,
however, never wrote for this rather sober but excellent
periodical; nor probably did his sister. The editor was
John Hawkesworth, a friend of Dr. Johnson's. The last
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